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BritrisH NATION. 


&aturday, June to. 1710. 


ELU Gentlemen, I muff. for a 
little while longer, let you Sleep 
in you publick Quarrels, and 

leave you to your own Deliriums. Hea- 
vens grant you wake in better Temper! 
A Temper to joyain Peace, Charity and 
good Neighbou:hood, tbat you may live 
like People that are of the fame: Nation, 
the fame Govergment, of the fame Re- 


_ ligion, and hoping for the fame Heaven. 


}; Hy 


‘Imuft*now goon a little with your 7ra- 
ding Fillies, and fee if I can fet you to 
Jights in fome afthe moft unaccountable 


_ Mittakes which you are commicting there 5 


asi 


the Worft fure that ever a Trading, Na- 
tion were fo Blind as to be Guilty of. 


I gave you lately a Hint about Lotteries 
——] fhew’d you fairly the Danger you 
were venturing upon, and how every Man 
that fets up, or puts his Money into 4 
Lotrery, lays himfelf open to every Merce~ 
nary INFORMER, and leaves his Family at 
the Mercy of the next Man that wants 
Money Yet in fpight of Caution, we 


fee fome People will go orf you faw 


a fuddain Rain had fwell’d a River, fo 
that ‘the ufual Ford was not paffable, and 
you ‘warn’d a Traveller of the Danger, 
and yet be would venture What 
would a Man fay to fuch a fool-bardy Crea- 
ture I would fay two Things, Ove to 
him, and One to my felf 5 to him I would 
fay, Sir, if you venture you are Mad, hs 

will 
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will certainly be carried away with the 
Stream; if you are in bafte to be Drown- 
ed, no Body can help it, pray Remember 
you were told of it — To my felf I 
would fay, I have done my Duty, I have 
given him faic Warning But 
he feems to be one that God has given up 
to the Ruia of his Life, he will certainly 
be Drowned *Tis nothing to me, I 
can do no more, /es bim go Jaft fo it 
is here, /bave given you Notice, | have told 
you the Danger 3 and fome have been fo 
wife as to take the Alarm, and have ftopp’d 
their defign’d Lotteries—But others,refolu'd 
to venture,are going on 3 and give bold Ad- 
vertifements of itevery Day in the publick 
Papers I can fay no more to thst; 
for he chat will Die in {pight of Life, that 
will Deftroy himfelf in fpight of Caution, 
that will pafs che Ford ia {pight of Floods 5 
there is no Cure for fuch a Man, he muft 
be driven down the Stream: He flees to 
the Pit, as Solomon {ays in another Cafe, 
let no Man {tay bim Indeed none 
can ftay him, there is no Help fur fuch 
People. 

Two Things I think are Fuft for me to 
Remarkon all thofe, that in Defiance of 
the Law, and in Contempt of rhe Penalties, 
fo esfie ro be recover’d for the Breach, will 
venture to proceed upon thefe forbidden 
Lotteries. 

I. They feem to tell us they ere People 
of defperate Fortunes, that are Bank- 
Iupt at Betcoms and have nothing 
to Infe——Sv that he that fhould take 
“Notice cf them, would Sue @ Begger 
and catch an Englifh Proverb; that 
chere is but imall Difference between 
their Scandiog or Falling; thatthey 
muft Break .as it is, acd can do no 
more if they are Profecuted, and upon 
unis Foor, they run upon the Pikes, 
aad venture atany Thing—— 


For what cares he for Penalty that Lnows not 
how to Pay. 


Now G:ntlomen, if you are fuch 
as the(-, as you muft, certainly be, or 
von are fitter for Bedlam than to 
cerry oa Trade: Then we have 


but one fhort Remark to make upon 
it, viz. Let thofe that pot in their 
Money take heed ————=But if this 
be not the Gafe, then 
2. You Flatter your felves, that the 
Law is tyed down ‘to literal Terms, 
and that calling it by fome other 
Name than 2 Lottery,tho’ the Subftance 
of the Thiog is retain’d, it will carry 
you overs and upon this vain imagi- 
nary Shifr, you depend for Relief, 
calling it 4 Sale by Los, nota Lottery. 
This is indeed a weak Shift, and bold 
Adventurers are they that Truft to it——— 
Acd what if an Informer thould ftand 
Tryal with you, and Caft you, as certzinly 
he will, if he ftands Tr yal, Are you content 
to-pay 5co/. for the Experiment? For re- 
moving therefore your Dependence on fo 
fimple a Conftru@ion of the Law, and to 
preferve you from the Hazard, is this Cau- 
tion given you Affure your felves, 
every one of your Sales, as youcall them, 
arein the Senfe of the Law, expr-fly and 
literaly Lotteries, within the AQ of Parlia- 
ment, 10 Gulielmi II. cap. 17. 
Where the Words are thus-—— 


Any Jderfon twoho hall publick: 
Ip a2 puvately evercife, cep a- 
pen, 02 erpofe to be Oatvn o 
Thrown at oO? Thall Daw 
o Chrotw at any fic Lottery, 
O) any ather Lecterv, by Orce, 
Lots, WGails, Plumbers, or Ft: 
mites, oO: any other tuav what: 
facver, Mall for every fuch Of 
fence, Forfeit the Sin of Five 
Pundzred JOounds. 


Now Gentlemer, if you will pafs this 
River after this Notice. I have done my 
part 3 you will certainly be carry'd away ia 
the Stream——you wil) Cerifh—and 
you moft blame your elves, 1 cin affure 
you there are Informers ready, and when 
once you have ventur’d, its out of the 
Power of Man to fave you, you muft take 
it for your Pains. 


MJS- 
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MiscELLANEA. 


| tila now upon the Quarrel among 
the Coa!l-Traders. I am come it feems, 
ia my lalt, to touch 4 fore Part to the 
Quick ; and I hear fome People are very 
angry at me about it I let fuch 
know, That the more they are Augry the 
better 1 am Pleas’d Not that } 
take Dzlight in Difpleafing any Body—— 
But it is a clear Cafe, that their Anger 
caa proceed from nothing but their Guilt 
——Jf the Fact was not True, or the 
Conlequence of it not juft, chey would 
either inform me better, that I mighe 
clear them of the Suggeftion, as J bave 
off2r’ upon fuch Information to do, or not 
thinking that worth while, Laugh at my 
Miftake, as a Thing worth no other No- 
tice. 

Butto Rave and be Angry, is as Com. 
pleat a Teftimony of the Truth of the 
Charge, as I defire to have——1 return 
therefore to the Charge, and the Sum of it 
is this. 

1. That all the Mifchievous Confe- 
quences of the prefent Debate, all 
the injury to Trade io general, or to 
the City of London in particular (and 
I can affure them that both will mot be 
fer) lye at the Door of the firft 
Combination. 

2. That this firft Combination is a 
wicked Defign of fome Coal Owners 
io the North, and Lightermen here, 
to opprefs the reft of che Trade, by 
undue Preferences, fecret Advantages, 
and unjuit Engroffling of the Markets, 
for cheir private Advantage. 

g. That the Confequences of the Things, 
bid thzy gone on, woald have been the 
Ruin of che Navigation, Impoverifh- 
ing the Mafters and Owners of Ships, 
and at lalt, bringicg the whole Trade 
into a meer Monopoly; would have 
ended in impoling upon the Buyers, 
which are in fhort the City, asto Price, 
and exactiog what they, the Sellers 
thought fic to demand. 


4. That the Confequences of it NOW, 
as it i counter-afed by the Mafters, 
WILL BE, thro’ the Obftinacy of » 
the faid guilty People—the great 
Interruption of the Trade, Robbing 
the Poot both here, and at New-caftie, 
of theirEmployment,aod confequently 
of theic Bread $ and by the Stop of the 
Ships, will follow a Defe& of Quantity 
at the Market, which muft end in an 
Advance of Price at the latter End of 
the Year———A thing, the City of 
London will find to their Coft, whea 
it may come to pafs that thefe Combi- 
nations may Caufe them to pay a Tax 
of an Hundred Thonfand Pounds, or 
thereabouts, in the Difference of the 
Price of Coals. 

If any Maa ask me why this fhould be, 
and how Icome to talk fo largely, lec him 
tell me, 

1. If this Fleet has been, or are likely 
te be three Months in making the 
Voyage, which they ufually made 
in a Month, How can it be probable 
that the ufual Quantity of Coals this 
City expends, can be brought, withia 
the time they have to work in. 

Let them examin if in che Courle of 
the Trade, it is not true, that there 
ufually is near a Huadred Thoufand 
Chaldren of Ceals more come to the 
River by this time ef Year, thaa is 
‘yet come in. 

3. Whether ic can be poffible the Quan- 
tity can now be brought; and if not, 
Whether at the lactcer End of the 
Year, the Price muft not of neceflity — 
be extravagantly Dear. 

I might mention here, the Interruption 
this will prove to the Publick in the Re- 
venue which is Eftablifh’d on the Coal. 
Tax, and the Credit of the Funds 
form’d upon ic—But thefe Things weigt 
not with the People I am {peaking to, 

My prefent Obfervation tends to open 
Peoples Eyes, and let them fee what they 

we 


2 


[ 128 ] 


ave now about, who fuffer a Plot of a few 
Men toobftru&a Trade on which fo many 
Thoufand Families depend. 

Ifmy Lord Mayor would pleale to give 
me leave to Addreis my felt co his Lord- 
fhip in this Affair, ic fhould be in all 
humble Refpect to his Lordfhip, and the 
Court of Aldermen, to fay——— That it was 
aa origioalMiftake (upon thefirRComplaint 
againit this Combination, as they call it, of 
the Mafters)———To joyn in the thing, aad 
fall upon the poor Skippers. The Abufe 
upon the City lying really in a Sett of Men, 
who by unfufferable Encroachments upon 
the Trade, have Coal-Jobb’d the Market 
of Billin/g ste into a meer Trap to eainare 
the poor Men to the Ruin of theie Voyages 
~——~ And made it abfolutely neceffary tor 
them to fall immediately upoa fome eff-- 
Gual Remedy, or be uadone. 

If his Lordthip detires me to make out 
this Charge Iam perfwaded the great 
TEN we once mentioned, would be his 
humble Peticioners to let it alone, becaule 
they know in going about that Work—— 
J thould neceffarily expofe them and their 
fuotile Arts,by which they embarrals, delay 
and perplex tne Matters inorder to reduce 
the Prices,and which havebeen the Occafion 
of-all this. 

Suck os Buying at aMarketPrice,ard then 
bringiag a Ship co Set) lower—Thar they 
may bring down the laft Seiler, and Abare 
aim to lots, or make him fue tor bis Mony. 

Such as Buying and beginning to Work 
upon a Ship, and rhen delay {-nding Light- 
ers tor the Coals——Muakiog tham Pretences 
cr the want of Boats, or che Boats being 
b.-aeap’J, or che Badncis or the Coals,or the 
‘Naatct Sale—and thus making the Ships 
‘ye cil cyr’d wich the Expence, they bring 
the Maftersto Abace is. or 2 5. per Chal- 
dros, to be Difpacch’d, 

Such as keeping Matters from the Gare, 
the Market; pet{wading them there are 
no Buyers; keeping Buyers from the Gate, 
precendirg there are oo Coals 3 that be- 
tween both, they may make the one part 
with their Coals Cheap, and the other pure 
ch fe thtm Dear.. 

Such as delivering whole Heets into 
there fina Cratr, cf which they have ex- 


ceedingly Multiply’d the Quantity, that 
the Ships being gone, they may get an 
Advance of Price from their Cuftomers, 
on Pretence of Scarcity. 

Such «w delivering only fuch and fuch: 
Snips whole Coal belongs co their Cone 
tracdlorsat New-cafile, piving them all the 
Difpach they can, and the Head of the 
Market ; while they difcouraye al) others 
and make them lyein the Kivers till fre- 
quently the others have run to New-caftiz, 
aud been Loaded and come back. 

Such 4s infinite Perplexities in Payment, 
fending the Mafers away without thelr 
Pay, giving chem Paper tor Morey, 
and that in Notes under their fingle Hands 
at 20 Days fight——by which 

1, They gain time, the Notes being to 
Circulate to New-caftle, then come 
bck co London, and then be to run 
at 20 Daysatter Acceacance 3 by which 
time they have a f.cond Freight of 
Coals toreceive, the Produce of which 
pays the fir Bille—and fo they 
Trade compleatly upon the Coal- 
Mafters Stocks. 

2. Thefe Notes being Current at Mr- 
cafile tonone but fuch Fitters as are 
in the Confederacy, the Mafter be- 
comes his Property, and mutt come 
to him for his Coal, having no Mcney 
to Buy any where elie. 

Thefe are a few, and buta few of rhe 
Acts and Corruptions by which the Mafters 
have been Opprefs’d and Reduc’d to the 
Neceflity of the prefentMeafurs they are ir. 

Now to fall upon the Mafters for re- 
lulvisg to Defend themfelves aga nft fuch 
Practices, is really to own the Legality of 
ttem sand Tam very well allur’d, no Ma- 
giltrate, or Body of Magiffrates in this 
City, can reafunably be fuppos’d to do 
that, unlefs we fhould at the fame time 
fuppofe chem to be ina Plot againit them- 
felves 3 and that they think ic for the Ad- 
vantage of the City to bicd themfelves Ap- 
prentice to the fame Monopolizing Frater-, 
nity Acd what the farther Confe- 
quences of thefe things may be to the City, 
I tha defcribe in ray next, and then prc- 
ceed tothe Remedies, if any are lefr, to 
thi, threatning Mifchief. 
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